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Christian Laes

MOST SUBVERSIVE SUFFERING:
PAIN AND THE REVERSAL OF ROLES
IN GRAECO-ROMAN ANTIQUITY*

This paper asks whether Graeco-Roman culture bears any traces of voluntary
indulging in pain and punishment as a form of sexual game. In order to answer
such a question, the context of slavery and the use of violence in education needs
to be acknowledged first. After this, I look for traces in ceremonies, iconography,
love poetry, and role playing by children. More than a century ago, scholars had
already tried to identify sado-masochism in Antiquity. Though such is surely an
anachronistic approach, a careful inquiry of pain and reversal of roles reveals vital
features of ancient society.

B crarpe cTaBUTCA BOIIPOC, €CTh JIH B TPEKO-PUMCKON KYIBType CIEIBl YIOBOJIb-
CTBHS OT OOJIM ¥ HAKa3aHMS KaK Pa3HOBUAHOCTH CEKCyanbHOH UTphl. C 3TOH Henbio
aBTOP B MEPBYIO 04Yepe/lb OOPAILAETCs K pacCMOTPEHUIO pabCTBa U TeJIECHBIX Ha-
Ka3aHUi B 00pa30BaHMM, 3aTEM IBITACTCS HAWUTH CIIEABI MPOSBICHUS ‘‘CaoMa3o-
XHu3Ma” B pUTyaiax, HKOHOTpaduu, TF000BHOMN ITO33HHU U IETCKHUX POJIEBBIX HIpax.
ITombITKa BEIIBUTH CaAOMA30XHU3M B aHTHYHOCTH yXK€ OblIa MPEANPHUHSTA yICHBI-
MU Oojiee cTa JieT TOMy Hasaja. JTOMY IOJIXOAY, HECOMHEHHO, IPUCYI aHaxpo-
HHU3M, OJHAKO BHMMATEIILHOE HCCIIEI0OBAaHNE OOJIIM M OOMEHA POJSIMH MO3BOJISIET
BBISIBUTH CYIIIHOCTHBIE YE€PThl aHTHYHOTO OOIIECTBA.

* This is a reworked version of my paper at the workshop “Subversive Suffering:
Pain and Patient Identity”, held at the University of Liverpool (June 28, 2019). I owe
many thanks to Daniel King (University of Exeter) and to Georgia Petridou (University
of Liverpool) for organising a wonderful day full of stimulating academic exchange.
Many thanks go to Robert Garland (Colgate University) for reading a first version of
this article, commenting on it and improving the language.
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